Sustainable Tourism — the United Nations - Alabama Forever Wild
and Three Hundred Million Dollars!
What part of “ALABAMA IS BROKE” do these Legislators not understand?

In 1992 Alabama voters approved the Forever Wild program to purchase land of special interest with the
understanding that after twenty years the program would be re-evaluated before authorization of any future funding.

Not satisfied with its purchase of almost 222,000 acres, a maintenance fund of $24,000,000.00 and a kitty of
$15,000,000.00 available to purchase more land - program officials are asking the Legislature to approve an additional
$300,000,000.00 to purchase more land.

ALABAMA COMMUNITIES IN TRANSITION

Winter 2006

Social Justice

Notice the top bar- did
President Obama promise transition?

What are we transitioning to?
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Page 3 for Alabama Forever Wild.

“Action” is published once each quarter by the Alabama Cooperative Extension System.
“The Alabama Cooperative Extension System operates as the primary outreach
organization for the land-grant functions of Alabama A&M and Auburn Universities.”
Both schools are State funded!



Does this sound like the kind of tourism that is beneficial to Alabama®?

Alabama Bureau of Tourism & Travel,
Alabama Depanment of Conservation,
Alabama Wildlife Federation, Alabama
Cooperative Extension System,
Alabama Depanment of Economic

and Community Affairs, Alabama
Farmers Federation, National Park
Service, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, 115, Forest Service, 1LS. Army
Corps of Engineers, and 1S, Fish and
Wildlife Service. One of the goals for
this partnership is the development of
a mesource booklet of eostoursm and
outdoor recreation related resources
avzilable from each parner. For more
information on this parinership, contact
the author at chesnjt@aubum.edu or
(334) Ba4-3517.

1. Thomas Chesnutt
Editor
Extension Tourlsm Specialist

From Coastal Birding to
Primeval Forest —
Alabama Has It All!

Perhaps you've noticed those big
groen signs as you enter Alshama that say
“Alsbama the Beautiful.” It's tue. Alsbama
is hlessed with plentiful and diverse
natural resouroes. Hut are we taking full
acdvaniage of this great resource?

With an estimated 33 trillion in
annual revenues, iourism has emenged
as one of the workd's largest industries,
contributing significantly to economies.
In 26M, travel and tourism in Alabama
contributed more than §7.3 billion
1o the state’s economy and sustained
more than 157K jobs. More than 20
millicn pecple visited Alabama last
year. However, these numbers could
grow. One emerging secior of tourism
that should be further developed is
ecotourism — the practice of touring
natural habitats without inflicting nega-
tive ecological impacts. The $626 mil-
lion birding industry in Alabama is a
pood example of ecotourism.

Excepticnal water, land and wikdlife
riches are found in every region of the
stzhe and represent relatively untapped
environmentzl and economic assets.
Finding ways o protect our naturzl
resource base while developing its ecn-
nomic potential will cneate new jobs
and business opponunities for Alibama.

Approcimately 77000 miles of fvers
and streams, S0000 small impoundmers
and 42 lange meservoirs are found within
our state boundanies. These sbundant
waler resources provide 2 wide range
af envimmments that harbor the most
diverse aquatic fauna of any state in North
Amertica. Two-thinds of the state (22 mil-
lion acres) is covered in forestland, with
45 peroent in hardwoods, 35 percent in
pine and 20 percent 2 mix of pine and
hamtwoods. These diverse natural habi-
tats, which span from the Gulf of Mexioo
to the Tennessee Valley, make Alabama
an ideal place to observe wildlifie and
hirds year-mound.

Wi have wonderful state parks — 22
tor e exact. Most provide camping and
hiking opportunities, but in general
they do little o encourage ecotourism.
Alabama state parks provide more
than 100 hiking trails, but only fAve are
listed as interpretive nature trails. (In
comparison, Geongia has 48 state parks
with 41 nature trails.) We lack natural-
ists and nature centers in most of the
parks. Maturalists in most of our ool-
leges around the state would eagerty
shane their knowledge, but few are
called to give talks at our parks.

Vizits o Web sites, such as Outdoor
Alabama (www.donrstate al us), pro-
vided by the Alabama Deparment of
Conservation and Natural Resources,
and the ALEARN site (wemw alearn.
infa), provided by the Department of
Fisheries and Allied Agquacultures and
the Alabama Cooperative Extension
System at Aubum University, yield
enticing lists of our natural resources
and a good deal of information about
them. From there, however, the going
gets tougher. With some hard searching,
one can find information on such atrac-
tions as birding trails and overnight
canoe trips down the scenic Cahaba
River and Mohile Delta to overnight
stays in romantic cabins in the north-
west Alabama’s Dismals Canyon, one
of the oldest primeval forests east of
the Mississippi River. For the mast part,
information on these sites is
available, but hard to find.

Aubum University, through the
Alahama Agricultural Experiment Station
and Extension, has recently proposed an
initiative that will boost the development
af Alahama’s ecotourism potentizl. Some

af the actions proposed in this indtiative
are o build data bases of potentizl desti-
mations, provide businesses with manage-
ment training, help develop marketing
plans, supply environmentzl education
programs and cumiowlums that rain grad-
uates for caneers in tourism 2nd many
more activities that will help develop
the infrastructure for an expanded
ecotourism industry in Alahama
1f these eootourism ideas are put into
action and efforts are made to build
this industry, “Alabama the Beautiful”
will be more than a madside slogan. It
will be 3 way to further strengthen our
tourism industry, which will create jobs
and economic opponunities for the
entire siate.
Davld Rouse
Interim Head and Alumni Professor
Department of Fisherles and Allled
Aquacultures, Auburn University

“the size of touring groups
will be limited.”

LaDion Swann

Dexurrmenr of Fisheries and Allied
quocultures, Auburn University
Mississippi-&labama

Sea Grant Consortium

Ecotourism and the
Future - How to Avoid

Loving Alabama to Death

The growing popularity of ecotourism
in Alabama will eventually pose the
need for guidelines i manage visior
impacts and prevent natural srezs from
being kwved to death. For example, the
ame of touning groups will be limited.
New restrictions sgains litering will be
enfomed. And, inevitably, strict protoool
will be revquired in some cases o gvoid
disturbance to wildlife. But this is the easy
part. A fr greater challenge kooms shead
for Alshama There is 4 present danger in
extolling the natural wonders of Alsbama.
If large numbers of people expenence the
state’s natural appeal, over dme this could
attract multitudes of new residents o
Abbama Continuous population growth
can be ervirmonmentally destmactive, par-
ticularly in a state with no comprehensive
planning and few posers for controlling
land wse or guiding growih,

Alabama has significant economic
needs. On the other hand, we can
safely anticipate that the South will
remain 4 region of accelerating growth

“There is a present danger in
extolling the natural
wonders of Alabama.”

e 3 OO wINTER 2008

“population growth can be \
environmentally destructive,
particularly in a state with no
comprehensive planning and few
powers for controlling land use or

\ guiding growth.” /

Sustainable tourism - “population
growth”- “control land use” and
determine where “growth” will occur.
Yes — the old style Soviet Planning
at its best!




and that Alabama will continue to

gain new development and a growing
human population, together with many
attendant environmental impacts. In
the long term, Alabama’s abundant,
native natural surmroundings may suffer
demise for the very reason that these
unique qualities are so lovable. The

short space of this artide prohibits a

fuller disoussion, however, a few key

recommendations are offered in hopes
of better preparing Alabama o sustain
the state’s natural heritage for genera-

Hons o come.

Recommendanon 1: Incregse public
educarion abowr Alabama’s naniral
beriage
An old adage holds, “the nature of lfe is
nature.” A good, hasic education should
include a profident understanding of our
Tbasic life suppont system and our natural
environment. Insiutional and political
barriers 10 such an eduction must be

overoomie. Acoomplishing this will nogquine

b, active suppart from state keaders
willing to strongly and publicy promiote
greaser environmental education in
Alzbarra.

Also, teachers need a method of incoe-
porating environmental learning that

helps case rather than further bunden

ction
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the complexity of demands presently
wconfronting teachers. Such an approach
is provided by the innovative model
program, Discovering Our Heritage —
A Community Collabomtive Approach,
being offered to Alabama scheools by
the Alabama ‘Wildlife Pederation in
partnership with the Alabama Museum
of Wagural History and the Alabama
Coopertive Extension System. This
mode] program is based on the inter-
disciplinary design of the award-
winning public televison series,
“Discovering Alabama ™
Hecommendation 2: Develop a comfre-
bemsive stawwide conservanion plar
Alahama can be proud of s socaime
Forever Wild land protection program.
However, this muss be accompanicd
by an ongping statrwide imentory of
natural diversity and natural habitats,
together with a comprehensive plan for
perpetuating abundant Barmland, forest-
land, natural communities and overall
woological health in the sate.
Recommendaiion 3: Exablish a siawe
Jcemrning council for a sustatnabie
Sfuerure
Alabama presently has no game plan
for a long term sustsirable future, for
woordinating economic, educational and
ervironmental plnning. This presents
an open invitation for the scenario many
Alabamizns fear, a Aaure of haphazand
development, urhan spawl in many
areas, continued ruml poverty in other
areas, degraded environmeneal nesources,
Tard use disputes, grvernment by crisis
managernent and rising taxes aimed at
forestalling problems that will ondy ol
tiply in the ahsenoe of comprehensive
plarming.
Alabarna can best avoid such a troubled
future by establishing an independent,
permanent planning councl, involving
pertinent divisions of sate government,
but separate from the revolving politics of
state governmene. & fundamental fundion
of this council should be o freely con-
sider the many issues, options and oon-
tingencies associated with planning and
preparing for Albama'’s keng term hutune.
Hecommendanon 4: Heed the voices of
whuse tobe foel a close bond winh the
kand
A key to sustzining Alabama's natural
heritage is to embrace the sentiments of
Alzbamians whe foel 2 pesonal connec-
tion t the: land and whe =il need wild
nature. Tac often these voices are left o
of committees, councils and commissions
imahed with community planning, Too

aften local officials develop a vision for
community progress thae fails w indude
a physical vision of native landscapes and
natural surroundings. Modemn rends muy
continue tor foster 2 popular preccoupa,
tion for fads and supedicial consumefism,
bt the bnd, the forests and thefivers

THE YEAR OF
OQUTDOOR
ALABAMA |

The Year of Qutdoor

» highlighting Alabama's
great outdoor recreational varation
opporunities when the s
campaign, The Year of Cutdo
kicks off in January.

The upcoming campaign will be
the Seate Tourism Bureau's third yeary
marketing theme. 2004 was the Year of
Alabama Gandens and X005 is the Year

of Alabama Foods. The bursan will camy|

out this campaign through public rel-
tions, advertising and marketing func-
tions. The bureaw’s eight state weloome
ceniers, its ioll-free call center and the
state tourism Web site will be used.

waTen 2oe Jction  seaes

“Planning Council” i.e. an oligarchy — it is a “governance system”!

"Governance is not government. It is the framework of rules,
institutions and practices that set limits on behavior of
individuals, organizations, and companies."

= mbama presently has no game plan
| for a long term sustainable future, for

The Forever Wild land protec®
program... must be accompanied
by an ongoing statewide inventory
of natural diversity and natural
habitats, together with a
comprehensive plan for
perpetuating abundant farmland,
forestland,natural communities
and overall ecological health y

coordinating economic, educational and
environmental planning....a future of

haphazard development, urban sprawl
in many areas, continued rural poverty in
other areas, degraded environmental

resources, land-use disputes, government
by crisis management and rising taxes
aimed at forestalling problems that will
only multiply in the absence of
comprehensive planning.

Alabama can best avoid such a troubled\
future by establishing an independent,
permanent planning council, involving
pertinent divisions of state government,

but separate from the revolving politics of
state government. A fundamental function
of this council should be to freely consider
the many issues, options and contingencies
associated with planning and

preparing for Alabama’s long term futuny

United Nations Development Report in 1999
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